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Foreword

The Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada was
founded in 1957 by a group of ardent Canadian
philatelists who perceived a need for a society
that would encourage specialized philatelic
study and research into a wide variety of sub-
jects. Over the years, it has encouraged and
supported the publication of such research
works and is pleased to do so again.

The society is fortunate to have among its
members so many willing and knowledgeable
philatelists to make such a project possible. We
are grateful to Fred Stubens (a director of the
society) for proposing the publication of this
book and for agreeing to become its editor, in
the knowledge that it was in the hands of an
expert who would inspire the other contributing

The Mediterranean Mails

authors to produce of their best and to deliver
on time. Fred Stubens is an eminent postal his-
torian, specializing in the Far East, who has had
articles published in journals in Canada, Great
Britain, and the United States. We also grate-
fully acknowledge the generous contribution by
the various authors, all of whom are society
members, of their knowledge together with ex-
amples to support and illustrate their individual
studies. The society is also indebted to the
many sources for permission to reproduce var-
ious references and illustrations.

This book is published for the purpose of
promoting philately and also in the hope of
making a serious contribution to philatelic
knowledge.

Edmund C. Walton
President
Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada
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Preface

During a meeting of the executive committee of
the Philatelic Specialists Society of Canada in
early 1992 the resumption of publishing activi-
ties by the society was discussed. It was sug-
gested that consideration should be given to
postal history rather than traditional philately
and that a broad subject, permitting the maxi-
mum number of members to participate, should
be selected. The unequalled importance of the
Mediterranean basin as a highway for the ex-
change and transit of mails should make it a
prime subject for an anthology.

I was invited to investigate the viability of
such a project and, to cut a very long story very
short, it was decided at subsequent meetings to
proceed. The result of this series of events is
now in your hands.

The sequence in which articles by seventeen
members of the society have been arranged is a
compromise between history/time, geography/
location of correspondents, and other unspeci-
fied factors in the mind of the editor.

“Background studies” — those which do not
deal with actual letters but contain some of the
vast amount of information needed by the post-
al historian in his daily studies - are strategically
placed in locations deemed appropriate. I am
referring to studies by Michel Houde on Wag-
horn’s contribution to the India mails, Alan
McKanna’s on the main shipping lines in the
Mediterranean, Kenneth Rowe's forwarding
agents in the area, and Nicholas Coddington’s
Suez Canal.

I feel T would be courting disaster if I at-
tempted to evaluate individual articles. I shall
however state that all participants have pre-
sented articles of lasting value about items in
their collections or known to them well enough
to be included in their studies.

I would like to mention a few of these. The
two Venetian letters in the Liaskas and Mades-
ker collections are of archival importance.
Tyacke’s work on the “MALTA F” Falmouth
handstamp contains an important study of early
19th century Greece as seen through the eyes of
an intelligent Englishman. The four letters be-
tween British North America and the Ionian Is-
lands, Allan Steinhart’s contribution, are all of
such rarity that I prefer to mention them to-
gether rather to select any one of them for spe-
cial mention. Ed Walton is presenting a classic
of Swiss postal history — the 1846 letter from
Zurich to Java. Michel Houde describes a great
rarity, an 1836 unrecorded Waghorn letter to
Calcutta.

I would like to thank the following members
of the society for their contributions — Nicholas
and Katherine Coddington, who cheerfully
shouldered the unenviable task of proof-reading
the manuscripts; and Michel Forand, who pre-
pared the layout of the book and supervised its
production.

Readers who would like to contact individu-
al authors to discuss their specialty are invited
to write to the editor, who will be happy to act
as go-between.

Fred R. Stubens
1586 Jalna Avenue
Mississauga, Ontario
Canada L5J 1S7
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Benedictus Pesaro, on Corfu,
to the Doge of Venice,
23 September 1501

Benedictus de Cha da Pesaro (Benedetto of the
House of Pesaro), Capitaneus Generalis Maris
(Captain-General of the Navy) reports to the doge
of Venice his success in subduing the Turkish flect
in the Ionian Sea. The writer was actually com-
mander of the Venetian Land and Sea Forces dur-

by BILL LIASKAS

ing the second Turko-Venetian war of 1499 to 1503.
The office he was holding was second only to the
doges in the hierarchy of the Republic. The letter
was written on his flagship, a Venetian trireme at
the island of Corfu.

Most Excellent Lords:

On the 20th of the present month, I respectfully received
letters from your Most Excellent Lordships of the 27th of
August last, in which was inserted a note containing a certain
report from the Ambassadors of Malvasia* about five suspected
men there, which I was to examine diligently and then see to
the security of the place (etc) as in the letters. I make known
to your Excellencies that having in the last few days heard a
certain unfavourable account of one of those in the said
account, one Getta Paniperi, knight (cavalier), I at once sent
two galleys there to remove him together with his son and also
some men from Napoli de Romania, to free those lands from
the slightest suspicion. As far as concerns Theodoro Moniani
and Manoli Manessi, named in the said report of the
Ambassador of Malvasia, I say to your Excellencies that finding
myself recently in Malvasia, the said Theodoro made many
complaints about the last Podesta, D. Andrea da Riva, who,
however, was not to be found there, but had gone to Candia to
see about his salary. Moreover I inform your Excellencies that
the said Manoli Manessi, of whom there was an unfavourable
report, was in our fleet from the time of the expedition against
Cephalonia until the present day and came to me with a good
number of mercenaries, which showed and shows great loyalty
towards the affairs of your Illustrious Lordships, and through
some personal experience, I have seen this. The said D. An-
drea da Riva disliked the said Manoli very much, I don’t know
for what reason. Indeed, Manoli has told me very monstrous
and foul things about D. Andrea da Riva which would merit no
small punishment if they were true, although Manoli affirms he
wants to prove it all fully. Understanding that such would be
beyond all equity and humanity, I have decided that when he
arrives at Corfu, he should not leave without further orders
from me, and I have left orders 1o this effect in order to
ascertain the truth make evident the ... and other important
things which have been told to me and seemed to me to merit
no small punishment. However, all will be done with justice.

The business of the captives, I cannot for the moment bring
10 an end, being involved in this armada of the Christian
Majesty. And it was my opinion that once the expedition
against Durazzo was over, one should send off all the captives.
However, the above-mentioned affair made me delay doing this
as your Most Excellent Lordships understood.

From my trireme at Corfu, 23rd September 1501,

Benedictus de Cha da pesaro
Captinus generalis maris.

*Malvasia is known today as Monemvasia, or Neopolos, in
Greece.
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What might be of interest to the reader is how
the letter got into the present owner’s hands, from
where it came and the interest in the letter on the
part of the former director of the archives of
Venice.

About 1984 I acquired a fine Ionian postal his-
tory collection from a prominent Vancouver philate-
list. The cornerstone of this collection was the so-
called Pesaro letter. This person had had the letter
translated from Italian to English sometime in the
mid-1960s by the British Museum. He then wrote
a number of articles about the Pesaro letter in the
Journal of the Hellenic Philatelic Society of Great
Britain. As a result of these articles, the then editor
of Philotelia of Athens became interested in the let-
ter and its contents, and after some study and inves-
tigation published a further article in Thesurismata,
a periodical of the Institute of Hellenic Studies in
Venice. My relationship with the Vancouver collec-
tor has been excellent; indeed, we have often
spoken about “our Pesaro letter.” He has told me
that he acquired the letter in the late 1950s from a
prominent Vancouver dealer (who is still in busi-
ness), who apparently had bought it in a lot from a
well-known auction house located in New York (al-
so still in business.)

After all the above, here is the interesting issue
which you as a postal historian may have to face.

In 1986 when Mr Zaphiriou was doing research for
his Postal History of the Ionian Islands in the
archives of Venice, he mentioned the Pesaro letter
to the chief archivist. After he described the letter,
she declared that it rightly belonged in the archives,
as there was no letter of that period and subject on
file. Shortly afterward, a rather official-looking
letter arrived at my residence from the same chief
archivist, which in essence said that I should forth-
with send the letter to the archives so that it may be
put away. After consulting various philatelic advi-
sors, some legal, some not, I suggested that no
answer was an answer. About six months later, a
similar letter arrived and, while no threat was made,
it was clear that I should immediately give back the
Pesaro letter. Again no letter was forthcoming
from this writer. This past September, I spent some
time in the archives of Cephalonia, assisting Mr Za-
phiriou in new research connected with the Ionian
Islands. We spoke of the request of the chief ar-
chivist. He informed me that she is now retired and
doubts that I should hear from her again.

Further Reading

Zaphiriou, Dimitri P. Postal History of the Ionian Is-
lands, 1386-1864. London: Christie’s Robson
Lowe, 1987; pp. 12-15.





































































































































































































































































