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Nasty Wars of the 2nd half  of the 20th century
Undeliverable UK Mail

From the end of WWII there has been no major conflict between the world powers.
However, war has been continuous in many regional conflicts and civil wars.

This exhibit shows a representative sample of mail from, or to, the UK that could not be delivered due to a 
variety of conflicts in a range different geographic regions.

In most cases these wars have been brutal with many rapes, deaths and refugees.

Sumatra – 1945 Dutch East Indies – 1949 Indonesia

Feb 46 printed paper to Sumatra, Dutch East Indies returned as ‘NO SERVICE’

After the end of the Japanese occupation of the Dutch East Indies Soekarno declared independence: 
We, the people of Indonesia, hereby declare the independence of Indonesia.
Matters which concern the transfer of power and other things will be executed by 

careful means and in the shortest possible time. Djakarta, 17 August 1945
In the name of the people of Indonesia,                            [signed] Soekarno—Hatta

From 1946 the Dutch made military efforts to re-establish the colonial government.
The war was settled after a conference in 1949.

27 Dec 1949 sovereignty was transferred to the new Indonesia government.
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Hainan Island China
1950

The Chinese civil war between the Communists and the
Nationalists which had started in 1927 resumed after WWII
and lasted until 1950.

In the spring of 1950 the communists landed in Hainan
Island which was held by the Nationalists. They were
successful in establishing control by the end of April.

Tensions between Communist China and the USA and allies
such as the UK continued due to the Korean War. In October
1950 mass Chinese forces crossed the Yalu and joined the
conflict.

In the battle for Hainan Communist casualties totaled 4,500.
Nationalist losses are estimated around 33,000. 

The remainder of the nationalist troops retreated to Taiwan.

EC34 Inspector’s mark



Dec 9, 1960 
Letter from RLB London

Feb 1, 1961 
Returned Cover to Laos
Envelope with returned 
postage .

At this time various factions 

1960-61 No Surface
Mail to Laos

Postage Refunded

Nasty Wars of the 2nd half 
of the 20th century

At this time various factions 
were fighting in Laos some 
supported by the US and 
others supported by the 
communist powers.

The Vietnam War was 
spilling over into Laos.
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1967-70 Nigeria – Biafra Civil War

Biafra
Port
Harcourt

2 Dec 1967 NO SERVICE to Port Harcourt.

Within a year Nigerian forces captured Port 
Harcourt and Niger Delta oil facilities depriving 
Biafra of its main source of revenue.

In July 1967 the Igbo people of SE Nigeria tried to
secede and set up the state of Biafra. A 2½year war
ensued with 100,000 military casualties and a famine.
Images of starving Biafran children were widespread in
Western media. Between 500,000 and 2 million civilians
died of starvation.
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of the 20th century 1967  Arab Israel War

The Third Arab–Israeli War, also known as The Six-Day War, was 
fought between June 5 and 10, 1967 by Israel and the neighboring 
states of Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. The Israelis won an overwhelming 
victory and occupied a lot of territory that was previously part of the 
Arab countries.

Israel occupied Jordanian territory on the West Bank of the Jordan 
river and East Jerusalem. This occupation continues to this day.

Fewer than 1000 Israelis were killed compared to more than 20,000 
Arabs. 

About 300,000 Palestinians fled the West Bank and became refugees.

19 Sep1958 Mailed in Plymouth addressed to Jerusalem via Amman Jordan.

With the Israel occupation, mail could not be sent to Jerusalem via Jordan.

Perhaps The Philatelic Exporter still had a pre-1967 address for Mr. Kawar!
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Suez Canal Closure 1967-1975
After the Six Day War several ships
were trapped in the Great Bitter Lake.

The Times June 6, 1975: Thousands of letters and parcels, which have been on board 
a German ship blockaded in the Suez Canal for the past eight years (since the Six-Day 
War of June 1967), will arrive in Britain on the weekend.

The mail, which has spent eight years loose-loaded in the hold of SS Nord Wind, and
consequently has been extremely exposed to the bacterial Suez atmosphere, is being
sealed at this late stage and brought from Hamburg to Harwich over the
weekend. Then, still in containers, the mail will be taken for sorting to the London
Overseas Mail Office at West Ham.

All the mail originated in Pakistan
Mostly 2nd class mail
(London Philatelist Oct & Dec 1992)

Could not be delivered in 
Hull because the addressee 
had Gone Away.

Backstamp
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1971-72 
Indo-Pakistan War

The Bangladeshi War of Independence took place from 25
March to 16 December 1971 as East Pakistan broke away
from West Pakistan.

The Pakistani military and supporting militias engaged in
mass murder, deportation and genocidal rape. Up to 3 million
people may have been killed and about 10 million refugees
fled to India.

On 3 December 1971 Pakistan launched pre-emptive air attacks on Indian airfields and India
entered the war on the side of Bangladesh. Pakistan suffered a humiliating defeat. Hostilities lasted
until the fall of Dacca on 16 December. Normal relations resumed after the Simla agreement of July
1972.

This letter was mailed 1 Mar 1972 and returned to sender. 
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1980-81 
Chadian Libyan Conflict

There were several phases to the conflict between Libyan and Chadian
forces between 1978 and 1987. Gaddaffi, the leader of Libya, wanted to
establish Libyan control of Northern Chad. The French intervened on
several occasions to support the Chad government.

In 1980, Libya intervened again occupying most of the country
including the capital of N'Djamena in December. On 6 January 1981,
there was an abortive attempt at a peace agreement when the two
leaders agreed "to work to achieve full unity between the two
countries". Faced with strong international condemnation and internal
opposition from Chadian rebels a withdrawal of Libyan forces to an
area close to the Libyan border eventually took place by 16 November.

This letter was mailed 18 May 1981 during the Libyan occupation.

There is a backstamp showing it was in London on 28 May 1981.
(probably philatelic). 
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1981 Service Suspended
To Cambodia

From 1970 to 1975 the Khmer Rouge succeeded in taking control
of Cambodia. Changing the name to The Khmer Republic. Of a
population in 1970 of 7.1 million about 3.3 million were
murdered over the next 10 years by various government and
guerrilla groups. Of these about 2.4 million were murdered by the
Khmer Rouge.

In 1977 fighting broke out between Vietnam and Cambodia and
in Jan 1979 Phnom Penh fell to the Vietnamese who installed a
puppet regime. Many countries did not recognise the new
regime.

This cover mailed in November 1981 was returned to sender because 
SERVICES SUSPENDED TO/KHMER REPUBLIC (CAMBODIA).



2 October mailed to Lt E.R. Meyer US Navy 
on Hospital Ship Mercy at Dhahran Saudi  
Arabia.

7 & 9 October Dhahran (backstamps).

14 November not known on USNS Mercy

Pointing hand return to sender.

Nasty Wars of the 2nd half 
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October 1990 First Gulf War
To US Hospital Ship

2 August 1990 Iraq invaded Kuwait

3 August US President G H Bush announces 
the deployment of US Navy to Persian Gulf.

9 August SS Mercy dispatched to Persian Gulf 
arriving  15 September.

Pointing hand return to sender.

Sent to Manchester Returned Letter Centre. 

Form letter used even though text is not 
appropriate as it did reach SS Mercy.
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1994 
Rwandan Genocide

There had been trouble between the majority Hutus and the
minority Tutsis for several decades. Under Belgian rule the Tutsis
had most of the power even though they were the minority
creating residual tensions between Hutus and Tutsis.

On 6 April 1994 the plane carrying the president of Rwanda,
Juvénal Habyarimana, a moderate Hutu, was shot down over
Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda. It is not known who did this
or why.

Within hours Hutu militia groups set up road blocks and
started indiscriminate slaughter of Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

Over the next three months 800,000 people were slaughtered
and there was a massive movement of refugees into Zaire (nowand there was a massive movement of refugees into Zaire (now
Democratic Republic of the Congo).

This postcard was
mailed in Mar 1995
to a Red Cross
worker in a refugee
camp in Kigali.

Although the worst
of the genocide was
over there was still
No Service.



Nasty Wars of the 2nd half 
of the 20th century

1st Liberian Civil 
War 1989 - 1997

In Dec 1989, former government minister Charles Taylor invaded from Côte
d’Ivoire aiming to topple the government. During the civil war there were
several competing factions. Neighbouring states formed an intervention force
ECOMOG. Several abortive peace conferences were held. In 1997 there was
a peace agreement. Taylor was elected President in July 1997.

This 1995 edition of 
SOON newsletter 
(religious tract) was 
undeliverable because 
of the civil war.

The conflict killed over 
600,000 people.

The peace did not last.

In 1999 the 2nd

Liberian Civil War 
broke out.
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Eritrea-EthiopiaWar
1998 - 2000

According to a an international commission in The Hague, 
Eritrea broke international law and triggered the war by 
invading Ethiopia in May 1998. At the end of the war in 
June 2000, Ethiopia held all of the disputed territory and 
had advanced into Eritrea. After the war, the UN Eritrea–
Ethiopia Boundary Commission established that Badme, the 
principle disputed territory, belongs to Eritrea. As of 2017, 
Ethiopia still occupies Badme, and the surrounding territory.

15 May 1998 to Decamare, Eritrea – Service Suspended because of the outbreak of war.

Eritrea claimed that 19,000 Eritrean soldiers were killed during the conflict.
Most reports put the total war casualties from both sides as being around 70,000. 

Badme the main town in dispute has an estimated total population of only 1,563 of whom 834 are men and 
729 are women (2005 statistics). 

The war lead to massive internal displacement as civilians fled the war zone.
Ethiopia expelled 77,000 people of Eritrean origin as a security risk.

7,500 Ethiopians living in Eritrea were interned and ‘thousands’ were deported. 
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Sierra Leone Civil War
1991 - 2002

1999 Edition of SOON newsletter (religious tract) from Willington, Derby, England but 
mailed in Haarlem, Netherlands. Service to Sierra Leone suspended.

23 March 1991 the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), with support 
from the forces of Charles Taylor of Liberia attempted to overthrow the 
Sierra Leone government.

27 March 1999, 
under international 
pressure the Lome 
Peace Accord was 
signed.

Compliance was 
inconsistent. 

By May 2000, the 
rebels were 
advancing again upon 
Freetown. 

The civil war lasted 11 years, enveloped the country, and left over 50,000 dead.
This was a vicious war with much looting, rape and murder.



Nasty Wars of the 2nd half 
of the 20th century

The Kosovo War started in late February 1998 and lasted until 11 June 
1999. It was fought by the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (consisting of the 
Republics of Montenegro and Serbia), which controlled Kosovo before the 
war, and the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). The KLA received air support 
from the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) from 24 March 1999, 
and ground support from the Albanian army. The war ended with the 
Kumanovo Treaty, with Yugoslav and Serb forces agreeing to withdraw from 
Kosovo to make way for an international presence.

Kosovo 1998-99

Propaganda card – from a limited edition of 250

Mailed from Oxfam 25 March 1999 
to “c/o the Red Cross Kosovo”. 

Returned because of ‘international sanctions 
against Serbia and Montenegro.’

Manuscript indication ‘No Service’.

It is documented that 13,517 people were killed or went missing in the conflict. 
The Yugoslav and Serb forces caused the displacement of 1.2 million to 1.45 million Kosovo Albanians. 

After the war, around 200,000 Serbs, Romani and other non-Albanians fled Kosovo.
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The Bosnian War started on 6 April 1992 following a number of violent 
incidents in early 1992. The war ended on 14 December 1995. The main 
belligerents were the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and self-
proclaimed Bosnian Serb and Bosnian Croat entities Republika Srpska 
supplied by Serbia and Herzeg-Bosnia supplied by Croatia. NATO and the 
UN intervened in 1994-1995 and the war was brought to an end after the 
signing of the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in Paris on 14 December 1995.

Bosnia 1990s

Propaganda card  - No 79 of a limited edition of 250.
Mailed from Oxfam 29 April 1999 to Sarajevo. 
Returned because of ‘limited service to Serbia and Montenegro.’ 
Manuscript indication ‘No Service’. 
Although this is four years after the end of the war postal service 
had not been fully restored. 
It is not clear why a postcard to Bosnia would be subject to 
sanctions on Serbia and Montenegro.

This war was the most devastating conflict in Europe since the end
of World War II. During the war c100,000 people were killed, over
2.2 million people were displaced, and 12,000–20,000 women were
raped, most of them Bosniak.
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